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Linking EU's research and innovation to major societal needs; 

with strong visibility and impact

A mission is a portfolio of actions across disciplines intended to achieve a bold and inspirational and 

measurable goal within a set timeframe, with impact for society and policy making as well as 

relevance for a significant part of the European population and wide range of European citizens.

Horizon Europe 

R&I Missions

Horizon Europe defines 5 missions areas:

Cancer
Climate-neutral

and Smart Cities
Restore our 

Ocean and Waters
Soil Deal 

for Europe 
Adaptation to 

Climate Change

EU Missions in Horizon Europe

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe_en
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1.Reduce desertification

2. Conserve soil organic 

carbon stocks 

3. Stop soil sealing and 

increase re-use of urban 

soils

4. Reduce soil pollution 

and enhance restoration 

8. Improve soil literacy in 

society

7. Reduce the EU global 

footprint on soils

6. Improve soil structure to 

enhance soil biodiversity 

5. Prevent erosion

100 living labs 

and lighthouses 

to lead the 

transition 

towards healthy 

soils by 2030

Mission goal 

and specific objectives

EU Mission ‘A Soil Deal for Europe’

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/soil-health-and-food_en
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4. Soil literacy, 
communication 

citizen 
engagement

1. Research 
& 

Innovation 
programme

2. Living 
labs and 

lighthouses

3. Soil 
monitoring

Co-implementation of mission by: researchers, land managers, regions, businesses, policy makers, 

citizens and international partners

Communication,  

training and advise 

targeted to different 

target groups; 

specialised “soil 

advisors” 

Knowledge, data, 

technologies and  

infrastructures to 

support practices and 

business models for 

soil health

A comprehensive 

network of real-life 

sites for co-creating, 

testing, demonstrating  

and upscaling of 

solutions

Harmonization of soil 

health monitoring and 

reporting across 

Europe; contribution to 

European Soil 

Observatory 

Activities under the four building blocks to address soil health and the drivers of soil health

How will the Mission be implemented? 
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Living labs (LL) are a core element of the mission

• They are real-life sites in rural or urban areas in which people from 
various sectors and backgrounds experiment and test solutions in a co-
creative manner. 

• Each living lab contains a group of sites and partners working together at 
regional or sub-regional level. 

• Specific criteria for living labs have been developed under the mission to 
ensure common approach and comparability of data and experiences. 

Multiple 
actors with 
complemen

tary 
knowledge

User-
centred

innovation

Place-
based

Creative 
relations at 
landscape 

level

Social and 
behavioural

sciences

Lighthouses (LH) are individual sites of exemplary performance

• They are places for showcasing good practices, training and communicating. 

• They help with the adoption of sustainable practices by inspiring land users 

Goal of the SOIL HEALTH Mission, by 2030: 

100 living labs and lighthouses to lead the transition towards healthy soils



11 projects (4 PT)

17 projects  (3 PT)





KEY FIGURES 
OF THE SOIL MISSION CALL 

✓ Call ID: HORIZON-MISS-2023-SOIL-01

✓ Total indicative budget: 126 M€

✓ Opening: 17/01/2023

✓ Deadline: 20/09/2023

✓ Type of actions: 5 RIA; 3 IA; 1 CSA

✓ Single-stage call

Research and Innovation and other actions to support 
the implementation of mission “A Soil Deal for Europe”

Apply to Soil Mission topics

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,2,8;statusCodes=31094502;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=45355178;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState




Published in the F&T portal  here
(Reference Documents > Work programme & call documents)

MISSIONS WORK PROGRAMME 2023
The document for your success

Top down

Purpose of the mission, relevant 
policies & expected wider impact

Overview of project types, 
deadlines, budgets, number of 
projects/call

Topic description including 
”specific conditions”, ”Expected 
outcome” & ”Scope”

Each word counts!!
Soil Mission on pp. 107-142

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-12-missions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf


Soil Deal 
for Europe 

4 projects for LLs



QUICK OVERVIEW OF THE LIVING LABS TOPICS

HORIZON-MISS-2023-SOIL-01-08

HORIZON-MISS-2023-SOIL-01-09

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-miss-2023-soil-01-08;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094502;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=43120193;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=startDate;orderBy=desc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-miss-2023-soil-01-09;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=false;typeCodes=1
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CO-CREATING SOLUTIONS FOR SOIL HEALTH IN LIVING LABS
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CARBON FARMING IN LIVING LABS





➢ Eligibility criteria

➢ It affects the consortium structure & the way it is presented in the proposal

➢ Definition on pp 108-110 WP

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/about/multi-actor-projects-scientists-and-farmers

Multi-actor projects are projects ensuring the genuine involvement of a targeted array of actors, which serves the 
objectives of the topic.

Depending on the objective of the proposal, the type of actors include: i) researchers, ii) farmers / farmers' groups & 
associations, iii) foresters / foresters’ groups & associations, iv) advisors, v) land managers & owners, vi) spatial 
planners, vii) food & bioeconomy businesses, viii) consumer associations, ix) local communities, x) educators, xi) 
cultural & creative industries, xii) citizens, xiii) civil society organisations including NGOs, and xiv) government 
representatives. 

They are essentially the (end-) users of the project results but the genuine and sufficient involvement of these actors 
should take place all over the whole course of the project.

MULTI-ACTOR APPROACH

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/about/multi-actor-projects-scientists-and-farmers


FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO THIRD PARTIES

For more information:
HE General Annexes & AGA – Annotated Grant Agreement, Articles 6.2.D.1 and 9.4.

For inspiration: Competitive calls and calls for third parties | F&T portal

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-13-general-annexes_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/aga_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/competitive-calls


https://prepsoil.eu/

https://nati00ns.eu/

https://prepsoil.eu/
https://nati00ns.eu/


https://nati00ns-soil-living-lab-matching.b2match.io/

https://nati00ns-soil-living-lab-matching.b2match.io/




HOW TO APPLY?

Build a consortium  
Collaborate, collaborate!

Before applying

SUBMIT

01

03

02
Look for a project call 
Read the work programmes!
WP & call documents → Reference 
documents

Submission platform
Funding & Tenders portal

04

05

Ambitious & innovative idea. Concept. 
Understand stakeholders needs

Write the proposal !
Application form (Part A) 
Project proposal – Technical description (Part B)
Proposal Templates → Reference documents

NATI00NS matchmaking tool

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/how-apply/you-apply-eu-funding-beginners_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents;programCode=HORIZON
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents;programCode=HORIZON
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents;programCode=HORIZON
https://www.nati00ns.eu/matchmaking-opportunities


HORIZON-MISS-2023-CLIMA-01-01: Testing and demonstrating transformative solutions increasing climate 
resilience of the agriculture and/or forestry sector

https://pq-ue.ani.pt/brochuras/h-europa/alimentacao--bioeconomia--recursos-naturais--agricultura-e-ambiente/missoes_oceano-e-aguassolos_topicos-
investigacao-2023.pdf

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-miss-2023-clima-01-01;callCode=HORIZON-MISS-2023-CLIMA-01;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://pq-ue.ani.pt/brochuras/h-europa/alimentacao--bioeconomia--recursos-naturais--agricultura-e-ambiente/missoes_oceano-e-aguassolos_topicos-investigacao-2023.pdf
https://pq-ue.ani.pt/brochuras/h-europa/alimentacao--bioeconomia--recursos-naturais--agricultura-e-ambiente/missoes_oceano-e-aguassolos_topicos-investigacao-2023.pdf


https://pq-ue.ani.pt/eventos-perin/19361_22-mai-2023_save-the-
date-evento-conjunto-missoes-oceano--aguas--solo-call-2023https://pq-ue.ani.pt/eventos-perin/19361_22-mai-2023_save-the-

date-evento-conjunto-missoes-oceano--aguas--solo-call-2023

https://pq-ue.ani.pt/eventos-perin/19361_22-mai-2023_save-the-date-evento-conjunto-missoes-oceano--aguas--solo-call-2023
https://pq-ue.ani.pt/eventos-perin/19361_22-mai-2023_save-the-date-evento-conjunto-missoes-oceano--aguas--solo-call-2023
https://pq-ue.ani.pt/eventos-perin/19361_22-mai-2023_save-the-date-evento-conjunto-missoes-oceano--aguas--solo-call-2023
https://pq-ue.ani.pt/eventos-perin/19361_22-mai-2023_save-the-date-evento-conjunto-missoes-oceano--aguas--solo-call-2023


https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/1nVczf9ihgPdOg3zyoLyuC/programme

https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/1nVczf9ihgPdOg3zyoLyuC/programme


https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-
detail/-/publication/af34d940-a4d8-11ec-83e1-01aa75ed71a1

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/af34d940-a4d8-11ec-83e1-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/af34d940-a4d8-11ec-83e1-01aa75ed71a1


https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/90779d7a-227c-11ec-
bd8e-01aa75ed71a1/language-pt/format-PDF/source-283925436

https://cordis.europa.eu/article/id/429351-soil-health-reaping-the-
benefits-of-healthy-soils-for-food-people-nature-and-the-climate/pt

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/90779d7a-227c-11ec-bd8e-01aa75ed71a1/language-pt/format-PDF/source-283925436
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/90779d7a-227c-11ec-bd8e-01aa75ed71a1/language-pt/format-PDF/source-283925436
https://cordis.europa.eu/article/id/429351-soil-health-reaping-the-benefits-of-healthy-soils-for-food-people-nature-and-the-climate/pt
https://cordis.europa.eu/article/id/429351-soil-health-reaping-the-benefits-of-healthy-soils-for-food-people-nature-and-the-climate/pt


Sign the Manifesto!

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/mission-soil-manifesto


Pontos de Contacto Nacional
Mission Soil Deal for Europe

Maria João Fernandes Margarida Santos 
📮 mariajoao.fernandes@ani.pt 📮 margarida.santos@ani.pt
📞 939 340 005 📞 913 171 041

mailto:mariajoao.fernandes@ani.pt
mailto:mariajoao.fernandes@ani.pt
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